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Summary

Agroecology is increasingly advocated as a solution to current challenges faced by conventional
farming systems. Agroecology goes beyond the suggestion of alternative agricultural practices. It
also questions the whole food system, including the stakeholders involved and their
interdependencies. By suggesting such a holistic transition, agroecology questions current research
practices. Such an approach to agriculture requires new scientific tools which allow the integration
of multiple values-domains, account for the system complexity and the underlying uncertainties.
Integrated ecosystem service valuations pretend to offer such tool. However, to date, few studies
report on the implementation of integrated ecosystem service valuations to real-life contexts of
agroecological transitions. The present work aims at fulfilling this gap by applying the tool to three
real-life farm examples which have encompassed an agroecological transition. Both a biophysical
ecosystem service assessment, based on field measurements and a socio-cultural ecosystem service
valuation, based on a focus group and questionnaires, are carried out on the sampled agroecological
farms and their neighbor’s conventional farms. The aim is to analyze these agroecological farming
systems through the lens of the integrated ecosystem service valuation tool and to share lessons
learned in a reflexive posture.
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